Muscular pain and weakness are typical presenting features of polymyositis. Our patient's myositic syndrome proved to be the principal feature of falciparum malaria.
A 25-year-old professional football player, born in Ghana but resident in Britain since the age of 11 years, visited his family in Kamase, Ghana in May 1991. Six weeks after arriving in Ghana he developed fever and diarrhoea. These symptoms continued for two weeks. At the local hospital he was treated with two daily injections of chloroquine. He returned to England two days later but still felt unwell and was unable to resume 
